
CHAPTER 1. GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS 

1.01 Shortened Desiqnation: These King County Road Standards w i l l  be c i t e d  rou t i ne l y  i n  the t e x t  as the 
"Standards." 

1.02 A p p l i c a b i l i t y :  ~ h e s e  Standards sha l l  apply prospect ively t o  a l l  newly constructed road and r ight -o f -way 
f a c i l i t i e s ,  both pub l i c  and p r i va te ,  w i t h i n  King County. I n  the event o f  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  the current  short  
subdiv is ion code, K.C.C. Chapter 19.26, these Standards sha l l  con t ro l .  

The Standards apply t o  modi f icat ions o f  roadway features o f  ex i s t i ng  f a c i l i t i e s  which are w i t h i n  the scope 
o f  reconstruct ions, required o f f - s i t e  road improvements f o r  land developments, o r . cap i ta1  improvement 
p ro jec ts  when so required by King County o r  t o  the extent they are expressly r e fe r red  t o  i n  p ro jec t  plans 
and spec i f ica t ions.  These Standards are not  intended t o  apply t o  "resurfacing, res tora t ion,  and 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n "  p ro jec ts  as those terms are defined i n  the Local Agency Guidelines, WSDOT, as amended; 
however, the Engineer may a t  h i s  d i sc re t i on  consider the Standards as opt ional  goals. 

The Standards sha l l  apply t o  every new p l  acement and every p l  anned, non-emergency rep1 acement o f  ex i  s t i ng  
u t i l i t y  poles and other u t i l i t y  s t ruc tures w i t h i n  the King County r ight-of-way.  

1.03 Responsi b i  1  i t v  t o  Provide Roadwav Improvements: 

A. Any land development which w i l l  impact the serv ice leve l ,  safety, o r  operational e f f i c i ency  o f  
serv ing roads o r  i s  required by o ther  County code o r  ordinance t o  improve such roads sha l l  improve 
those roads i n  accordance w i t h  these Standards. The extent  o f  o f f - s i t e  improvements t o  serving 
roads sha l l  be based on an assessment o f  the impacts o f  the proposed land development by the 
Reviewing Agency. 

0 .  Any land development abut t ing and impacting ex i s t i ng  roads sha l l  improve the frontage o f  those roads 
i n  accordance w i t h  these Standards. The extent o f  improvements sha l l  be based on an assessment o f  
the impacts o f  the proposed 1 and development by the Reviewing Agency. Urban res i den t i a l  short p l a t s  
creat ing only one addi t iona l  l o t  t o  a  tax  l o t  w i t h  an e x i s t i n g  dwell i ng  u n i t  are exempt from 
prov id ing urban type s t r e e t  improvements but are subject  t o  shoulder improvements as spec i f ied i n  
Section 3.07 provided these improvements are consistent  w i t h  the surrounding roads. 

C. Any land development t h a t  contains i n t e rna l .  roads sha l l  construct  o r  improve those roadways t o  these 
Standards. 

D. It i s  the County's p rac t i ce  t h a t  i t  w i l l  not  a l low subdivisions t o  be recorded unless there ex i s t s  a  
recorded continuous pub l i c  access t o  the subdiv is ion except as provided f o r  i n  Section 2.06. Nor 
w i l l  the  County accept a  road f o r  maintenance u n t i l  the road i s  d i r e c t l y  connected t o  a  County o r  
other pub1 i c l y  maintained road. 



E. A l l  road improvement and development p ro jec ts  sha l l  inc lude pedestr ian access as a pa r t  of the 
design. Where ex i s t i ng  roadways are t o  be modified, pedestr ian f a c i l i t i e s  sha l l  be as described i n  
Sections 3.02, 3.07, 3.08 o r  3.09. 

1.04 General References: The Standards implement and are intended t o  be consistent  w i th :  

A. Home Rule Charter f o r  King County, approved by the e lec tora te  on November 5, 1968; s p e c i f i c a l l y  
subsection 920.20.10. 

B. King County Code, as amended, inc luding:  

T i t l e  9, Surface Water Management 
T i t l e  14, Roads and Bridges 
T i t l e  16, Bu i ld ing  and Construct ion Standards 
T i t l e  17, F i r e  Code 
T i t l e  19, Subdivisions 
T i t l e  20, Planning 
T i t l e  21, Zoning 
T i t l e s  46 and 47, T r a f f i c  

C. Imp1 ementi ng guide1 i nes on drainage prepared by Surface Water Management D i v i  sion, King County 
Department o f  Pub1 i c  Works, and hereaf ter  r e f e r red  t o  as the "Surface Water Design Manual . " 

D. King County Comprehensive Plan 1985, as updated. 

E. King County Transportat ion Pl an, cur rent  ed i t i on .  

F. A f fordab le  Housing Pol i c y  Plan. 

G .  Adopted Communi t y  Pl ans . 
H. King County Regional T r a i l s  Plan. 

I .  King County Non-Motori zed Transportat ion Plan. 

3 .  King County Capi ta l  Improvement Program, as amended. 

K. King County Parks and Open Space Plan 1986. 

L. King County Spec i f ica t ions f o r  Of f -St reet  Parking. 

M. King County adopted Basin Control Plans. 

N. King County Flood Hazard Plan, when adopted. 



1.05 WSDOT/APWA Documents as Primary Desiqn and Construct ion  References: Except where these Standards provide 
otherwise, design d e t a i l ,  const ruc t ion workmanship, and mater ia ls  sha l l  be i n  accordance w i t h  the 
fo l l ow ing  pub l i ca t ions  produced separately by Washington State Department o f  Transportat ion (WSDOT), o r  
j o i n t l y  by WSDOT and Washington State Chapter o f  American Publ ic  Works Associat ion (APWA). 

A. WSDOT/APWA Standard Spec i f ica t ions f o r  Road, Bridge, and Municipal Construction, as adopted by King 
County, cur rent  e d i t i o n  as amended. These w i l l  be re fe r red  t o  as the "WSDOT/APWA Standard 
Spec i f ica t ions."  

B. The WSDOT/APWA Standard Plans f o r  Road and Bridge Construction, t o  be re fe r red  t o  as the "WSDOT/APWA 
Standard Plans," cur rent  e d i t i o n  as amended. 

C. WSDOT Design Manual, cur rent  e d i t i o n  as amended. 

D. C i t y  and County Design Standards f o r  the Construct ion o f  Urban and Rural A r t e r i a l  and Col lec tor  
Roads, adopted per RCW 35.78.039 and RCW 43.32.020, May 24., 1989, cur rent  e d i t i o n  as amended. 

1.06 Other S ~ e c i f i c a t i o n s :  The fo l l ow ing  sha l l  be appl i cab le  when per t inen t ,  when s p e c i f i c a l l y  c i t e d  i n  the 
Standards o r  when requ i red by s t a te  o r  federal  funding au thor i t y .  

A. Local Agency Guidel ines, WSDOT, as amended. 

B. Guidel ines f o r  Urban A r t e r i a l  Program, WSDOT, as amended. 

C. Design c r i t e r i a  o f  federal  agencies inc lud ing  the Federal Housing Administrat ion, Department o f  
Housing and Urban Development; and the  Federal Highway Administrat ion, Department o f  Transportat ion. 

D. A Po l i cy  on Geometric Design o f  Highways and Streets, American Associat ion o f  State Highway and 
Transportat ion O f f i c i a l s  (AASHTO) , 1984, o r  cur rent  e d i t i o n  when adopted by WSDOT. 

E. Standard Spec i f ica t ions f o r  Highway Bridges, adopted by AASHTO, cur rent  ed i t i on .  

F.  U. S. Department o f  Transportat ion Manual on Uniform T r a f f i c  Control Devices, "MUTCD", as amended 
and approved by Washington State Department o f  Transportat ion, cu r ren t  ed i t i on .  

G. Guide f o r  the Development o f  B icyc le  F a c i l i t i e s ,  adopted by AASHTO, cu r ren t  ed i t i on .  

H. Associated Rockery Contractors, Standard Rock Wall Construct ion Guidel ines. 

I .  American Society f o r  Test ing and Mater ia ls  (ASTM) . 
1.07 Road Plans: Plans f o r  roads and road drainage sha l l  be prepared and submitted consistent  w i t h  these 

Standards and i n  accordance w i t h  admin is t ra t ive  r u l e  publ ished by the Di rec tor ,  Department o f  Pub l ic  
Works. These requirements sha l l  apply t o  pub1 i c  o r  p r i va te  roads whether constructed by p r i v a t e  par ty  o r  



publ i c  agency. Subject  t o  review, t he  Reviewing Agency may waive p lan  requirements, who l ly  o r  i n  p a r t ,  
based on the  f o l l o w i n g  c r i t e r i a :  

A. For improvements t o  e x i s t i n g  roads i f :  

1. No more than 5,000 square f e e t  w i l l  be c leared and graded w i t h i n  the  r i gh t - o f - way  o r  easement; 
and 

2 .  The e x i s t i n g  grade o r  slope i n  t he  road r i gh t - o f - way  o r  easement does no t  exceed 12 percent;  
and 

3 .  The work u i l l  n o t  i n t e r c e p t  a stream o r  wet land o r  otherwise impact na tu ra l  sur face drainage 
as s e t  f o r t h  i n  County Code regard ing  Sens i t i ve  Areas and the  Surface Water Design Manual ; and 

4 .  Plans do n o t  i nc lude  a re ten t i on /de ten t i on  f a c i l i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  r igh t -o f -way;  and 

5. The work i s  requ i red  o f  a sho r t  p l a t  development, o r  a r igh. t -of -way use permi t  and invo lves  
l e s s  than 100 l i n e a l  f e e t  o f  e x i s t i n g  p u b l i c  road improvement; and 

6. King County standard drawings, submitted w i t h  requ i red  permits,  are s u f f i c i e n t  t o  descr ibe the  
improvement t o  be constructed.  

1.08 Variances 

A. Variances from these Standards may be granted by the  Engineer upon evidence t h a t  such variances are 
i n  t he  publ i c  i n t e r e s t  and t h a t  requirements f o r  sa fe ty ,  func t ion ,  f i r e  p ro tec t i on ,  appearance and 
mai n t a i n a b i  1 i t y  based upon sound engineer ing judgement a re  f u l  l y  met. Deta i  1 ed procedures f o r  
request ing  var iances and appeal i n g  var iance dec is ions  are  conta ined i n  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r u l e  
a v a i l  ab le  from t h e  County Road Engineer. Variance requests f o r  subd iv is ions  should be proposed a t  
p r e l i m i n a r y  p l a t  stage and p r i o r  t o  any publ i c  hearing. Variances. must be approved p r i o r  t o  
approval o f  t h e  engineer ing p lans f o r  cons t ruc t ion .  Any a n t i c i p a t e d  variances from these Standards 
wh ich -do  n o t  meet t h e  Uni form F i r e  Code s h a l l  a l so  r e q u i r e  concurrence by t h e  King County F i r e  
Marshal. 

B. Quest ions regard ing  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  these Standards may be d i r e c t e d  t o  the  Reviewing Agency, S i t e  
Development Coordinator,  a t  296-6640 o r  t he  Roads and Engineering Services Variance Engineer a t  296- 
3783. 



1.09 Penal t i e s  and Financia l  Guarantees: Fa i lu re  t o  comply w i t h  these Standards may r e s u l t  i n  denia l  o f  p lan 
o r  development permit approval, revocat ion o f  p r i o r  approval s, 1 egal ac t ion f o r  f o r f e i t u r e  o f  f inanci  a1 
guarantee, code enforcement, and/or other pena l t ies  as provided by law. 

A. CONSTRUCTIONPERFORMANCEGUARANTEES: A n y c o n s t r u c t i o n w o r k o n K i n g C o u n t y r i g h t - o f - w a y  (both 
maintained and unmaintained) other than Capi ta l  Improvement Pro jec ts  o r  County maintenance work 
sha l l  be guaranteed by a f i nanc ia l  guarantee. A l l  work on p r i va te  road and drainage f a c i l i t i e s  
requ i red as a cond i t i on  o f  a County approval process sha l l  be guaranteed by a f i nanc ia l  guarantee a t  
the t ime o f  p l a t  recording. The amount and form o f  the f i nanc ia l  guarantee sha l l  be determined by 
the Reviewing Agency. The minimum performance guarantee sha l l  be $1,000.00 

The amount o f  the f i n a n c i a l  guarantee may be reduced dur ing construct ion,  as determined by the 
Reviewing Agency. A t  no t ime w i l l  the f i nanc ia l  guarantee amount be reduced t o  less  than 30 percent 
o f  the  o r i g i n a l  amount o r  $1,000.00, whichever i s  greater .  

B. MAINTENANCE PERFORMANCE GUARANTEES: The successful performance o f  the r i g h t  - o f  -way improvements 
s h a l l  be guaranteed f o r  a per iod o f  a t  l e a s t  one year ( o r  other per iod i f  updated by King County 
Code) from the l a t e s t  date o f  e i t h e r  the acceptance o r  F ina l  Construct ion Approval. The amount and 
form o f  the maintenance f i n a n c i a l  guarantee sha l l  be determined by the Reviewing Agency. The 
minimum maintenance guarantee sha l l  be $1,000.00. Maintenance guarantees w i  11 not  be required when 
the  required performance guarantee i s  $1,000.00. 

1.10 Meaninq o f  Terms 

"A l ley" :  A thoroughfare o r  r igh t-o f-way,  usua l ly  narrower than a s t ree t ,  which provides access t o  the 
r ea r  boundary o f  two o r  more r e s i d e n t i a l  p roper t ies  and i s  no t  intended f o r  general t r a f f i c  c i r cu l a t i on ;  
p r i v a t e l y  maintained. 

"Aux i la ry  Lane": The po r t i on  o f  the  roadway ad jo in ing the t rave led way f o r  parking, t u rn i ng  o r  other 
purposes supplementary t o  through- t r a f f  i c  movement. 

"Bulbn: - Round area f o r  veh ic le  turnaround t y p i c a l l y  located a t  the end o f  a cul-de-sac s t r ee t .  

"Cul-de-sac": Short s t r e e t  having one end open t o  t r a f f i c  and the o ther  temporar i ly  o r  permanently 
terminated by a veh ic le  turnaround. 

"Design Speed": The speed approved by the Reviewing Agency o r  the Engineer f o r  the design o f  the physical 
features o f  a road as es tab l ished by Sections 2.03 and 2.04 f o r  r es i den t i a l  and commercial access s t ree ts  
o r  equal t o  10 mi les per hour above the  cur rent  o r  expected posted speed l i m i t  f o r  a r t e r i a l s .  

"Developer" : Any person, f i r m ,  par tnership,  associ a t i  on, j o i n t  venture o r  corporat ion o r  any other e n t i t y  
who undertakes t o  improve res i den t i a l ,  commercial, o r  i n d u s t r i a l  property o r  t o  subdivide f o r  the  purpose 
o f  resa le  and p r o f i t .  



"Driveway": A p r i v a t e l y  maintained access t o  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  commercial o r  i n d u s t r i a l  p roper t i es .  

"Engineer" : King County Road Engineer, having a u t h o r i t i e s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  RCW 36.75.050 and 36.80, o r  
h is /her  author ized representa t ive .  

"Eyebrow": A p a r t i a l  bu lb  l oca ted  adjacent t o  the  serv ing  road t h a t  provides access t o  l o t s  and serves as 
a v e h i c l e  turnaround. 

"Ha l f -St reet" :  S t ree t  const ruc ted along edge o f  development, u t i l i z i n g  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  regu la r  w id th  of 
r i gh t - o f -way  and pe rm i t ted  as an i n t e r i m  f a c i l i t y  pending cons t ruc t i on  o f  t he  o ther  h a l f  o f  t he  s t r e e t  by 
t h e  adjacent owner. 

"Joint-Use Driveway Tract":. A j o i n t l y  owned and maintained t r a c t  o r  easement serv ing  two proper t ies .  

"Landing": A road o r  driveway approach area t o  any pub1 i c  o r  p r i v a t e  road. 

"Loop": Road o f  l i m i t e d  l e n g t h  forming a loop, having no o ther  i n t e r s e c t i n g  road, and func t i on ing  main ly  
as d i r e c t  access t o  a b u t t i n g  p roper t i es .  A loop may be designated f o r  one-way o r  two-way t r a f f i c .  

" O f f - S t ree t  Parking Space" : An area accessib le t o  vehic les,  exc lus ive  o f  roadways, sidewal ks, and o ther  
pedestr ian f a c i l i t i e s ,  t h a t  i s  improved, maintained and used fo r  t he  purpose o f  pa rk ing  a motor veh ic le .  

"Pavement Width": Paved area on shoulder- type roads o r  paved sur face between curb, th ickened edge o r  
g u t t e r  f l o w  l i n e  on a l l  o the r  roads as depicted on Drawings 1-001 through 1-003, 1-005 and 1-006. 

"Pipe Stem": A s t r i p  o f  l a n d  having a w id th  narrower than t h a t  o f  t h e  l o t  o r  parcel  t o  be served and i s  
designed f o r  p rov id ing  access t o  t h a t  l o t  o r  parce l .  

" P r i v a t e  Access Trac t" :  A p r i v a t e l y  owned and maintained t r a c t  p rov id ing  veh icu la r  access t o  s i x  o r  fewer 
r e s i d e n t i  a1 p roper t i es .  

" P r i v a t e  St reet" :  A p r i v a t e l y  owned and maintained access provided f o r  by a t r a c t ,  easement o r  o ther  
l e g a l  means, t y p i c a l l y  serv ing  th ree  o r  more p o t e n t i a l  dwe l l i ng  u n i t s .  

"Professional  Engineer": A p ro fess iona l  c i v i l  engineer l i censed t o  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  S ta te  o f  Washington. 

"Publ i c  S t r e e t "  : Publ i c l y  owned f a c i l  i t y  p rov id ing  access, i n c l  uding t h e  roadway and a1 1 o ther  
improvements, i n s i d e  t h e  r igh t- o f-way.  

"Reviewing Agency" : King County Department o f  Development and Environmental Services o r  i t s  successor 
agency f o r  p l  a t s  and proposed developments . 
"Right-of  -WayM : Land, property,  o r  p roper ty  i n t e r e s t  (e .g., an easement), usua l l y  i n  a s t r i p ,  acquired 
fo r  o r  devoted t o  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  purposes. 



"Road": A f a c i l i t y  prov id ing pub l i c  o r  p r i va te  access inc lud ing the roadway and a l l  o ther improvements 
ins ide  the r ight -o f -way.  

"Road" and "St reet"  w i l l  be considered interchangeable terms f o r  the purpose o f  these Standards. 

"Roadway" : Pavement width p lus  any non-paved shoulders. 

"Resource Lands" : Areas so designated i n  King County Comprehensive Pl an and as imp1 emented through 
community plans and area zoning; character ized by long-term agr i cu l tu re ,  fo res t ry ,  and mining. 

"Rural Areas": Areas so designated i n  King County Comprehensive Plan, and as implemented through 
community p l  ans and area zoning; characterized by 1 ong-term low dens i ty  o f  development. 

"Shoulder": The paved o r  unpaved po r t i on  o f  the roadway outs ide the t rave led  way t h a t  i s  ava i lab le  f o r  
emergency park ing o r  non-motorized use. 

" T r a f f i c  Engineer" : King County T r a f f i c  Engineer responsible f o r  design, operat ion and maintenance o f  
t r a f f i c  con t ro l  devices. 

"Trans i t iona l  Areas": Areas so designated i n  the King County Comprehensive Plan; character ized by low 
dens i ty  but  earmarked f o r  redesignat ion through a community p lan as e i t h e r  a r u r a l  o r  an urban area. 

"Traveled Way": The p a r t  o f  the  road made f o r  veh ic le  t r ave l  excluding shoulders and a u x i l i a r y  lanes. 

"Urban Areas": Areas so designated i n  King County Comprehensive Plan, and as implemented through 
community p l  ans and area zoning; character ized by denser commerci a l / i ndus t r i  a1 and res i den t i  a1 
development . 
" U t i l  i ty " :  A company p rov id ing  pub1 i c  serv ice such as gas, e l e c t r i c  power, telephone, telegraph, water, 
sewer, o r  cable t e l ev i s i on ,  whether o r  no t  such company i s  p r i v a t e l y  owned o r  owned by a governmental 
e n t i t y .  

Severabil i t v :  I f  any p a r t  o f  these King County Road Standards as establ  ished by ordinance sha l l  be found 
i nva l i d ,  a l l  other pa r t s  sha l l  remain i n  e f f e c t .  


